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Chapter 18 - Elijah, Jehu, and the War Against Jezebel (Part 2)

The Drama Continues…

It is a mystery, yet biblically true, that under certain conditions the Holy Spirit will transfer a
leader’s anointing to one or more uniquely prepared people. This occured when the Lord took
the “Spirit who was upon [Moses], and placed the same upon the seventy elders” (Numbers
11:24-25 NKJV). Again, we see the effect of this principle with Joshua, who “was filled with the
spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him” (Deuteronomy 34:9). Of course, our very
salvation reaps the reward of this precept, for Christ is not just a religion to us, but Hi sactual
Spirit and virtue have been imparted to us.

With this concept in mind, we can better accept how the spirit of Elijah was sent to minister
through the person of John the Baptist. Once before, Elijah’s spirit had been placed upon
another individual. You will remember that Elisha, the prophet who succeeded Elijah, received a
double portion of Elijah’s spirit (see 2 Kings 2:9-11). Now, again, the spirit of Elijah was
ministering, activating, inspiring and creating in John the Baptist that same kind of intensity
which dwelt in Elijah himself. John was to go “as a forerunner before [the Lord] in the spirit and
power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17).

Jesus said,of the Baptist, “John himself is Elijah who was to come” (Matthew 11:14, see also
17:11-13). John even looked like Elijah. The spiritual influence of Elijah had returned to the
world in the person of John the Baptist. Like Elijah, John proclaimed the need for repentance
wherever he saw sin. One such area was in the adulterous lives of King Herod and his wife
Herodias. When John confronted them, Herodias had him imprisoned (see Mark 6:17-18).

But who was this manipulating and working through the dark, psychic side of Herodias? As
Elijah’s spirit ministered through John, so Jezebel had resurfaced through the rebellion of the
seductress, Herodias. Remember, through Jezebel’s many witchcrafts (see 2 Kings 9:22), she
attacked Elijah, causing fear and discouragement, which led to Elijah’s time of self-doubt and
confusion. Now Herodias had come forcibly against the Baptist. This is the prophet who had
visibly seen the Spirit descend upon Christ; he heard the Father’s audible voice announcing His
beloved Son; he gazed with awe upon the purity of Israel’s Messiah. Now, fear and



2

discouragement are weighing upon the prophet’s shoulders. Doubt floods his soul about Christ:
“Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” (Matthew 11:3).

“A strategic day came when Herod… gave a banquet” (Mark 6:21). “Strategic” is the perfect word
to describe the timing of this event. For in this war between the spirits of Elijah and Jezebel,
Herodias had her daughter dance before Herod, enticing out of him a promise to give whatever
she asked. At her mother’s request - more truly, at Jezebel’s request - she demanded and
received the head of the Baptist. And temporarily, the confrontation between the spirits of these
two eternal enemies subsided.

To be continued…


